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resolve of the working class to count for something
and live, which is destined to make itself so much
felt in the coming time, and to disturb so much
which dreamed it would last for ever. It is the
French working man's clearly putting his resolve
before himself and acting upon it, while the work-
ing man elsewhere is in a haze about it, that makes
France such a focus for the revolutionists of all
Europe. There is no person or thing, -as you say,
to give one any satisfaction when one regards
France at present; yet probably she is by no means,
as might be expected, on the way to lose all her
importance and influence in the world.
I have come in to dine with George Smith, in
order to meet old Charles Lever, who wrote Jack
Hinton and all those books, and is now Consul at
Spezzia. I shall go back to-night. On Saturday
afternoon I go to Oxford, returning on Monday to
dine at home and depart again with Holmes for
Chenies. He takes me in his carriage. At Che-
nies I sleep two nights; perhaps I should have felt
the refreshment of the excursion more if I had
made it in complete solitude, or with only Dick.
You will have heard that Budge has got his remove,
to our great pleasure, and may now, if he does well,
be in the Sixth after the summer. The upper
forms are the forms where a boy gets real benefit,
and it will make a very great difference as to my
keeping him at Harrow now that he has got this
remove. Tell Fan, with my love, Mr. Gibson says
our plant is, he is almost sure, the Sium angusti-
folium; but my letter was two or three days in